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Story and Film Analysis: Beauty and the Beast
Beauty and the Beast is a tale that is built upon the theme of learning to love. Since its original composition and release by Gabrielle-Suzanne Barbot, this story has evolved into different versions released by different people at different times. Two of the most common versions of this story are the fairy tale version and Disney’s animated film version. The evolution of the Beauty and the Beast has made the story to feature several differences from the original tale. One of such ways in which the Disney company altered the original story in its animated film is that though both versions feature the same ideology of a prince being cursed, the Disney’s animated film version presents the prince as a selfish man who struggles to redeem his status via a spell after having ignored a good but aged woman who needed his help (Madame, 1965). This kind of image given to the prince by the Disney’s animated film version differs from the fairy tale version in the sense that the latter depicts the prince as an innocent person and takes pity on him by covering the grounds in fog, denying the reader the chance to get into the castle and learn the secrets of the prince. Therefore, the Disney company has altered the original story by making it darker beyond its inspiration through the victimization of the prince in an attempt to vindicate his curse.
Another very important alteration that the Disney company makes on the original story of Beauty the Beast is to do with symbolism. In particular, the rose is a major symbol that features in both the animated film version and the fairy tale version of this story. However, the purpose that the rose serves in these two versions is not only different but also contradictory. The rose in Disney’s animated film version serves the purpose of counting down the time in terms of days till the death of the Beast and thus providing an indication of the time that Belle had gone to help neutralize the spell. On the other hand, the rose in the fairy tale version serves the purpose of instigating the whole mess (Charles, 2002). Other than symbolism, the Disney company as well altered the original version of this story by introducing totally new characters in the animated film version. For instance, the Disney’s animated film version features characters in the name of Gaston and LeFou, the characters of which do not feature in the fairy tale version of the story. Another related difference is that while the Disney’s animated film version of the Beauty of the Beast features the mobs crying out for the blood of the Beast as a way of preventing his potential ambush of the village, the fairy tale version of this story does not have such mobs. This gives the fairy tale version to pay more focus on the palace of the Beast and the home of Belle’s family found in locations that are very isolated. 
The visual experience displayed by the Disney’s film version of the Beauty and the Beast is effective in the sense that it creates a feeling of reality when watching the movie. Reading the original story in a book makes the tale appear to be a mere fiction. However, watching the film and seeing the tension that builds in the air at the time when the mobs want to murder the Beast helps to make the story appear to be real. This particular moment makes the viewer to reflect on the political feuds that arise whenever people are upset about their leaders. The musical aspect is another thing that plays an effective role in enhancing the film version of the story. Right from the beginning, Belle is seen walking out of her house and wandering in the village while singing the Belle song. The song has lovely lyrics which makes the viewers not only optimistic, but also to yearn for more. Therefore, both the visual and musical elements of the film version of Beauty of the Beast make the story not only captivating to watch, but also give it a real and natural taste. These features thus serve the role of enhancing the story, not distracting the viewers from the story.
The cultural value in the Beauty of the Beast tale has undergone a very significant transformation since the original release of the story. The fairy tales were largely built upon the culture of getting young women married to older men and caged in their castles. This kind of culture as depicted in the fairy tales portrays marriage as bondage in which women do not experience any kind of happiness once they get married. In this sense, men are depicted as beasts who prey on the beauty of women for their own happiness as women suffer in agony. However, this kind of cultural construction is transformed into something better in the movie version of the story. The movie version portrays marriage as a source of happiness to both man and woman. The value of real love is emphasized as the pillar of marriages. In the movie version, young women are discouraged from developing a sense of fear towards men and encouraged to dig the best out of such men. It gives a beautiful message about the power of love and promotes a cultural of valuing character in a person, and not the physical appearance (Logan, 2017).
The Disney’s version of Belle is a young woman who is empowered by the value of love, the love of which is based on the character of the beloved, and not on their physical appearance. The Disney’s version of Belle is depicted as a woman with a human heart who is able to see the true value in a man considered to be a beast. On the contrary, the Snow White, Cinderella, and Sleeping Beauty are princesses that are unable to see the real value of a man behind the mask of the beast. For this reason, such princesses are unable to treasure the value and the power of real love. Since Snow White, romance has undergone a great deal of evolution from bondage to freedom. During the Snow White era, women could not experience the happiness of romance in their marriages. However, the Disney version of romance is a value that forms the foundation upon which marriages are built. This kind of romance has changed from being based on physical appearance and it is now based on personal character.
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